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Rush City, MN 55069

Parish Office
Mailing Address:

PO Box 45

Rush City, MN 55069

Phone:  320.358.4370
Fax: 866.779.1580
Wey Hall: 320.358.3145
Email:  sacredheart@q.com
Website: sacredheartrcmn.org

Parish Staff Contacts

Pastor

Fr. Shane Wasinger 651.674.4056 Ext. 111
Weekend Assistants

Fr. Chuck Brambilla

Fr. Thomas Fitzgerald

Secretary/Bulletin Editor

Marsha Marcussen 320.358.4370
Bookkeeper
Steve Yurick 320.358.4370

Faith Formation Coordinator
Sue Roth

651.238.1797
sroth6183@hotmail.com

Mission Statement

Sacred Heart parish is a community of Catholic
Christian believers, established by the Archdiocese
of St. Paul and Minneapolis. We strive to grow in
holiness through prayer, celebration of the Eucharist
and other sacraments, and reflection on the scrip-
tures. We work hard to build the kingdom of God
through evangelization, catechesis and service for
all.

Liturgy of the Eucharist

Saturday 4:00 pm
Sunday 9:00 am
Weekdays

Wednesday 9:00 am
First Friday of each month 9:00 am

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Every Wednesday after 9:00 am Mass
Sacrament of Reconciliation

First Friday of each month 8:30 am

First Saturday of each month  3:15 pm —3:45 pm
Or by appointment

Office Hours

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday

8:00 am. - 1:00 p.m.




ON MASS SHOOTINGS- FACTS AND MORE

Every time there is a mass shooting, numerous individuals ask why this hap-
pens, especially when the tragedy takes place in a school. One informative
answer published in the New York Times was the article “What Explains U.S.
Mass Shootings? International Comparisons Suggest an Answer.” dated No-
vember 7, 2017 by Max Fisher and Josh Keller. Their explanation came down
to one major reason, that is, America’s astronomical number of guns and less
stringent regulations. Here are a few disturbing facts.

While the U.S. makes up 4.4% of the global population, we own 42% of the
world’s guns with 31% of all the mass shootings in the world. Adjusted for
population, only Yemen has a higher rate of mass shootings for countries
with more than 10 million people.

The authors of the article said that we are a violent country, and having the
highest gun ownership causes more deaths, in fact 33 per million in 2009
compared to 5 per million in Canada and 0.7 per million in Britain. Yet, it is
noted that, “the U.S. is not actually more prone to crime than other devel-
oped countries,” according to a 1999 study at the University of California,
Berkeley. There are just more deaths from crimes in the U.S. The study re-
vealed that both New Yorkers and Londoners are equally likely to be robbed,
but a “New Yorker is 54 times more likely to be killed” while being robbed.

In 2013, American gun-related deaths included 21,175 suicides, 11,208
homicides and 505 deaths caused by an accidental discharge. That same
year in Japan, a country with one-third America’s population, guns were in-
volved in only 13 deaths. This means an American is about 300 times more
likely to die by gun homicide or accident than a Japanese person. America’s
gun ownership rate is 150 times as high as Japan’s. That gap between 150
and 300 shows that gun ownership statistics alone do not explain what
makes America different. We also have some of the weakest controls con-
cerning who can buy a gun, which is another difference we Americans have.
In contrast, most of the world believes that “citizens must earn the right to
own;” the U.S., Mexico, and Guatemala “begin with the opposite assumption:
that people have a natural right to own guns.” These are the facts concerning
the reason why there are more mass shootings in America. Below are some
personal reflections on this country’s deplorable state of affairs.

Even before the technological age, St Mother Teresa of Calcutta said, “The
spiritual poverty of the Western World is much greater than the physical pov-
erty of our people. You, in the West, have millions of people who suffer such
terrible loneliness and emptiness.” | believe one of the adverse consequenc-
es in our current era is that our loneliness and emptiness is accelerated with
technology, specifically with our hours and hours of cell phone usage to com-
municate with each other instead of human contact. We may feel that we are
more connected with other human beings but are we when human interac-
tion is becoming less and less? It seems nowadays that we are becoming
more disconnected instead of connected to one another.

As a society, we need to come together, yet so often each of us live in our
own private world. Do you really know your neighbors, friends, and fellow pa-
rishioners? How do you show that you care for them? A phone call is being
replaced with a text. A note to say hi, a letter to a loved one or even thank you
notes are becoming fewer and scarcer. Jesus visited, prayed with, and most
of all showed love for other human beings by being physically present to
them.

During this Lent, please remember to walk with Jesus and fellow
parishioners, share his love and pray for everyone in this world who needs to
feel loved.

Have a good week, Father Shane

Daily Prayer This Week

During this second week of Lent we continue to try to
make use of more reflective time each day. We are
using all the resources available to us to practice new
habits and patterns. We are still in the beginning stages
of that process, so we shouldn't be discouraged if it
takes more practice.

It is good to begin by
being reminded that
God is rich in mercy to
us and that we should
therefore be merciful
to others. It is great to
remember that exalting ourselves is dangerous and that
there will be consequences for our mistreatment of the
poor. We are like tenants of our Father's gifts to us. We
can ask ourselves if we use them gratefully and return
the fruits that our Lord desires, or do we reject the pro-
phetic words that come to us? Do we reject Jesus him-
self?

This can all be part of the background of our busy,
daily life. Each morning, when our feet hit the floor, if
only for a few moments, we can ask for a simple grace.
At first, it might only be, “Dear Lord, help me today.”
As we brush our teeth, wash and get dressed we might
specify our prayer more: “Dear Lord, give me the
grace to recognize my impatience, anger and judgment
today. Help to soften my heart to hear your love. I need
your healing, Lord.” Or we might get even more con-
crete, “Lord, Pat is such a struggle for me. Help me to
remember how much you love me when I see Pat to-
day. And, when I'm tempted to be impatient or angry,
just help me pause and give that over to you, in grati-
tude for your love.”

Each of us will be able to grow in our ability to have
brief conversations with our Lord. Whether driving or
shopping, doing laundry or paying bills, working in
our office or walking down the hall to the bathroom,
we can use brief “background” moments to connect
with our Lord. These moments of “contemplation in
action” will give a character and shape to our day. Lent
becomes a living reality for us when our days are spent
with the Lord, listening to his love for us, calling us to
gratitude and freedom.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Stations of the cross will be
held at 7:00 pm on each
il Friday from February 16th

1| through March 23rd and at
300 pm on Good Fridag,
March 30th.
Join in this walk with Jesus

during the Lenten season.




Wednesday, February 28

Fr. Shane Sacred Heart 9:00 am
Friday, March 2

Fr. Shane Sacred Heart 4:30 pm
Saturday, March 3

Fr. Fitzgerald Sacred Heart 4:00 pm
Fr. Shane St. Gregory’s 5:00 pm
Sunday, March 4

Fr. Shane St. Gregory’s 8:30 am
Fr. Fitzgerald Sacred Heart 9:00 am
Fr. Shane St. Gregory’s 10:30 am

*Confession will be after mass on Wednesday the 28th*
***1st Friday’s mass will be at 4:30pm***

Marjorie King Margarette Brooker Kim Sarago
Jean Amunson Marvin Johnson Jim Kirchberg
Bill Peno Arlene Greenhagen Ethel Thomas
Mary Knack Gerald Mollberg Tom McKenzie
Wayne King Jim Mitchell Sue Roth

Robby Murry Judie Peltier Abby Larson
Heidi Blatz Betty Erickson Cathy Gamache
David Gaul Phyllis Swanson Tom Solorz
Cecilia Shinler Nick Cieminski Colleen Najewski
Joan Parkin Betty Anderson Lenny Anderson
Ariel Thull-Rulfzen Ashley Thull- Rulfzen Jim Bartz

Jim Notsch Bob Wilbur

"When we pray, God hears more than we say, answers more
than we ask, gives more than we imagine...in HIS own time and
HIS own way."”

Weekend of 2/20/18
ENVEIOPES...coeeiiieieeee ettt e 1806.00
Plate e e

Funeral Fund

StIPENdS/STOlE.....oiiieeceeecee e 37.00
ASh Wednesday .......ccccceeecerreeneerieereese e 730.00
Energy NeedS......cceeceieeiiiieeceeeeie e 10.00
CCW-Funeral proceeds..... 100.00
Fish Fry oo, ... 967.00
EFT MONEY . e 470.00
L = | PN $ 4506.00

‘Twwwwmﬂwwgw.’"

Saturday, March 3 at 4:00 p.m. Sunday, March 4 at 9:00 am
Lectors: Al Walz Lectors: Wayne Herberg, Kevin
Communion: Rick Kosloski, Smith
Chuck Debevec Communion: David Prickett,

Gifts: Wendorff Family Clarence Larson, Audrey Larson

Ushers: Ted Stathes Gifts: Herberg Family

Servers: Ava Wendorff Ushers: Joe Moore, Rodney
Swanson, Don Belland
Servers: Elena Herberg, Isablle
Harer

Are you a Mr or Mrs Fixit?
A We are in need of one or two people willing to volunteer

s some time (2- Shrs/mo) to repair misc. Small tasks (no wir-
% ing) as the need arises. If interested, please call the office for
; more information. Also, we ask that you call if you notice
anything in need of repair. It would be greatly appreciated.
Thank you.

“Darkness Covered the Earth.”

Our Lenten banner is now raised on the wall above the piano. It
represents a crucifix inspired by those of the Greek Church, set
against a black background. Jesus’ mission is over; the pallor of
death is upon him. Sin and Death appear to have triumphed, Jesus
to have failed. Yet even in this total blackness, the light of Heaven,
conveyed in the Greek tradition by gold backgrounds, shines un-
dimmed as it envelopes Jesus in its embrace.
The upper part of the cross’ vertical beam contains the Christo-
gram ICXC, a first and last letter abbreviation of the Greek words
for Jesus Messiah. At either end of the crossbeam, there is an an-
gel in adoration; they recall those of the Hebrew Ark of the Cove-
nant. These angels, however, stand watch over God’s new cove-
nant with humankind. Finally, at the bottom of the vertical beam, we
find a skull. It is the skull of Adam. According to tradition, Jesus’
crucifixion took place on the site of Adam’s grave. In this way, Je-
sus, the second Adam, conquers Death through his own death on
the cross, on the very burial spot of the first Adam, through whom
Death was brought into the world.

In the journey of discipleship begun in Advent, we are in-
vited during Lent to continue the walk leading to Jerusalem and to
Calvary, and to share in Jesus’ death by dying to ourselves, so that

we might share with him in the glory of Easter morning.

Encounter Cesia
QC&S]{‘CE We encounter Cesia In Nicaragua,
B”V\l L where, despite a lack of economic op-
portunity, young people pursue their
dreams by building businesses to better their lives.
How can you work to improve the lives of others this
Lent? How can you support those, worldwide, who are
forced to flee their homes to find safety or better oppor-

tunities? Visit crsricebowl.org for more.

March 10/11 is Global Solidarity Sunday weekend in
the archdiocese with the theme: “The Light
» came into the world” (John 3:19). This is an
)=l opportunity to reach out in solidarity to our
" brothers and sisters around the world and
help shine Christ’s light of mercy, love and
heallng on those who are homeless, hungry and spiritu-
ally lonely. On this Sunday, a special collection will be
taken for four global priorities of the U.S. Catholic Bish-
ops: Africa, Latin America, Central and Eastern Eu-
rope, as well as humanitarian activities of Catholic Re-
lief Services. Please be as generous as are able and
support your brothers and sisters overseas. Thank
you.

SACRED HEART LENTEN FISH FRY
Sacred Heart Parish will be
serving a
delicious fish fry dinner on
Fridays in Lent.
February 16 through
March 16, 2018.
Serving from 5:00 tO 7:00 p.m.




GRAFFCO

Over 30 Years of Customer Satisfaction

Petroleum Equipment

5973 - 433rd Street
Harris, MN 55032

651-674-4047 » 1-800-443-1219
Daniel & Diana Graff

< i FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION SERVICES

651- 674 4444
6580 Main Street
www.grandstrandfh.com

CaRryL & Co.

6369 Main Street
651-674-8297

TotAL HAIR CARE
Paul Mitchell, Alterna,
Nioxin & More

Cathy Carchedi
Sells Houses!

oo
... 651.24&“97 =

Funeral and

Cremation Service
“Professional service by people who care”
Rush City, MN 55069

(320) 358-4735

www.FuneralAndCremationService.com

Ironwood Contracting
Commercial Site
Preparation
Excavating & Grading
651-674-0046
www.ironwood-mn.com
N\ Y/ /
~ —
PROVIDE CARE, INC.
5842 Old Main St., Ste. 1
North Branch, MN 55056
Phone: 651-674-8312
Providing creative. quality supports and
services to individuals with developmental

disabilities, traumatic brain injury, challenging
behaviors and physical disabilities.

Employment opportunities are available!
For details and to apply, please visit:

www.providecare.com

DANZSAW 00DWORKINGE

o Cugtom Calbinats
o Entertainment Ca
DANEMEEMKEN]
(6'51)5.835320[0)
East Central Sanitation & Recycling

Commercial ® Residential

ECS « Roll-Off Containers
* Rear-Load Containers
* Refuse Hauling

763-689-2171  320-358-4078

Loaner Cars & Towing
Available
Since 1978

o Auts Salow e,

SPECIALIZING IN COLLISION REPAIR
Ph: 320/358-4211 Perry Lindberg, President
Fax: 320/358-4333 875 S. Bremer Ave.

Metro: 651/674-5519 Rush City
shopCperrysautosa!on com

CLEAN ' RESTORE

Expert solutions for carpet,
upholstery, hard flooring, odors
& floods, Mold Remediation

651-674-2888

LITURGICAL
PUBLICATIONS

LI

5418 St. Croix Trail » North Branch

651.317.2100

www.countymarketnorthbranch.com

Protecting Seniars
Nationwide

)

HOME SECURITY TEAM

W3R8 ADVERTISE YOUR

23 BUSINESS HERE

Contact Jim Byrne e jbyrne@4LPi.com ¢ (800) 950-9952 x2596

* One Free Month
*  Nolong-Term Contract -+

Call Today!

HELP PROTECT YOUR FAMILY

With a home security system monitored by ADT
professionals 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
As an added benefit, installing a Security System may
qualify you for a Homeowners Insurance discount.

CALL NOW! 1-888-8391-6806

Sunrise
Hydraulics, Inc.
Cylinder Repair & Machining
Hydraulic Hoses & Fittings
Jim@sunrisehyd.com
WWW. sunrlsehyd com

Contact Jim 651-583-2286

Medical Alert System I

$29.95/Mo. v

* Price Guorantee
Easy Self Installation

Toll Free 1.877.801.7772

/H

HERMANN INSURANCE SERVICES, INC.

Complete Insurance Services!
Rush City * 320-358-3744

— T

SERVICE
Serving East Central MN |
I—1651-674-4349 ' —!

===

REBREE CARE

* Tree Trimming
%, * Tree & Stump Removal
¢ *Stump Grinding

JEFF BANNISTER

@ aumorzen | | Tsanti * 763-444-5531
North Branch * 651-674-4472
()
Rrofessional

EXECUTIVE RESTROOM TRAILERS
PORTABLE TOILETS
20 FOOT STORAGE CONTAINERS
WWW.JIMMYSJOHNNYS.COM
651-277-RENT (7368)

catholicmatch’
Minnesota

~ THE FLOWER BOX

Daily Deliveries To Rush City

241 Main Street South
& Pine City, MN 55063
N R

s (320) 629-2045

www.flowerboxpinecity.com

£

(612) 751-6180

( .S?ac

Chiroprs um

Dr.

Phone: (651) 462-3243
30962 Fenway Avenue, P.O. Box 298 » Stacy, MN 55079
AndyU

\\Towing*Recovery,
SHAFER, MN

RUSH CITY TIRE

& duto Care. Inc.
320 So. Bremer Ave.

320-358-4440

Andrew Ulvin

lvin@hotmail.com

CONFIDENCE
Build with
QUALITY

Find everything you need,
from quality materials
to helpful advice.

| Framing Materials | Siding | Roofing | Windows | Cabinets

L u

Paint | Equipment Rentals | And Much More!

Lampert
Lumber

Proect Awther

39451 Flink Ave., North Branch
(651) 674-4415

www.LampertLumber.com

VS l.\l\l_ 1TIE

FiTIVESS.

38873 14th Ave N
North Branch, MN 55056
651-674-0580
northbranch@anytimefitness.com

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

St. Gregory the Great/Church of the Sacred Heart

A 4C 02-0749/0876



