
 

 

Welcome to  
The Church of the Sacred Heart 

The Mother Church of East Central Minnesota 
 
 

Parish Office / Mailing Address: 
415 West 5th Street 

PO Box 45  Rush City, MN  55069 
Phone: 320.358.4370    Fax: 866.779.1580 Wey Hall: 320.358.3145  Email: shc415@hotmail.com   Website: sacredheartrcmn.org 

 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, December 27,   2020 

 
Weekend & Weekday Masses 

 
Saturday-Temporarily Suspended 

Sunday 9:00 am 
Wednesday  9:00 am 

Office Hours: 
 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday  
 8:00 am. - 12:00 pm. 

 
Parish Staff Contacts 

Admin Asst:  Marsha Marcussen 
Bookkeeper/ Music: Steve Yurick   

Faith Formation: Claire Kind 
Minister Scheduling: Amy Prickett 

612-716-9147 

 
Clergy 

 
Pastor: 

Fr. Shane Stoppel-Wasinger 
 

Assisting Priest: 
 

Fr. Chuck Brambilla  
Fr. Thomas Fitzgerald 

Private Prayers:   
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Sundays-

8:30-Noon 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
Every Wednesday after 9:00 am Mass 

until Noon 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 

Confessions will be heard by request 
after mass on Wednesdays or  

by appointment.  



 

 

GOSPEL MEDITATION– THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOESPH 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

Tragedy and disappointment are inevitable. What sees you through this? 
There will be challenges, changes, unexpected circumstances, interrupt-
ed plans, hurts, and injustices experienced by every human being at 
some point in their lives. We will be asked to adjust our plans, change 
course, and even encounter suffering and death. Where do we learn all 
of the lessons we need to live life well? Some of them we learn along 
the way but much of what we bring to life, positive and negative, comes 
from our early beginnings, our families. This is our early world and pro-
vides the blueprint for how we see the bigger, more inclusive world, 
which unfolds before us. 

Our families of origin can be sources of grace, heartache or a combina-
tion of both. Families are intended to be pivotal in providing us with 
proper social structure and understanding, a support system, lessons 
about relationships and communication, and the unconditional ac-
ceptance and love we so desperately crave. They can also determine whether we have an accessible and healthy 
relationship with God. Many of life’s challenges can literally bring us to our knees and require that we possess a 
strength of character that resides well beyond the superficialities of our world. At some point we will all need 
three coping gifts that can be given to us only by God: faith, hope, and love. Our families help us learn that we are 
not the ones responsible for their creation, but God! 

Our experience of early family life colors all of our relationships and what we expect to achieve from life in gen-
eral. Resolving conflicts, dealing with difficulty and suffering, celebrating accomplishments, prioritizing our 
needs, listening to God’s call, understanding relationships, understanding disappointment, learning about the vir-
tues and living a centered focused life are all lessons our families either succeed in teaching or do not. To succeed, 
as God has designed and ordered our world, is to discover his presence and then trust that Presence. The Holy 
Family can teach even the most dysfunctional family how to best use God’s gifts of faith, hope, and love to find 
him and do his will. Their simple humble example is always before us, showing us the way. Jesus, Mary and Jo-
seph, pray for us! 

The Gift of Family 

What a year it has been! How will we speak of these times a decade from now? As time goes by, our impressions of this past 
year will certainly change. How we feel today about dealing with a killer virus and all the chaos surrounding that is still fresh 
for all. I would assume that most of us right now are also holding those we love a little closer and hugging them a little hard-
er. Hopefully, even if the fears and concerns of 2020 dissipate in the future, the way we feel toward our family should never 
leave us. 

Stewardship is certainly about everything. God has given us so much, great and small, profound and common. One of the 
greatest gifts that all have received is family. Families take all shapes and sizes and some look very different than others. For 
some, family is a caretaker or temporary guardian. For others it is a friend when everyone else seems to have vanished. The 
bottom line is that, to quote a song from many years ago, “people need people.” 

When God gave the world His only Son, the Incarnation did not come on a cloud or with a flash of light. He was born into a 
family. Jesus understood the gift of family all his life. Do you think that if having a family wasn’t important God would have 
still included this in the plan of salvation? 

As this year draws to a close, remember your stewardship many days begins and ends with the people closest to you. Don’t 
misuse or take for granted this precious gift. God gives us gifts on purpose, even to His only begotten Son. 

- Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENT  



 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
If you or someone you know is in need of a 

prayer shawl please contact the office or feel 
free to take one from the rack in church. 

320.358.4370 

Sacredheartrcmn.org 

FOOD SHELF DONATIONS 

Get more value for your donations by giving cash! Please note 
“Food Shelf” on your envelope. If you do donate food, please, 
no produce that can spoil.  Thank you. 

If you or a loved one are ill in any way and would like to have 

your name included on the Prayer Chain, the Sunday Pray-

ers of the Faithful and/or the bulletin contact the Parish 

office.  Permission from the individual must be given before 

we can list their name in the Prayers of the Faithful or the 

bulletin.   
 

Prayer, at its heart, is an act of faith, asking God to step in 

and believing that He is both willing and able to listen to us. 

There is no prayer intention too large or too small — you can 

ask for God’s help with every need.  
 

******************************************* 

Almighty God, we lift up all those who are facing illness  
today.  We ask that you would bring healing, comfort and 

peace to their bodies.  Calm their fears and let them  
experience the healing power of Your love.  Amen.  

 

Continued prayers for: 
 

Sue Roth, Gerald Mollberg, Jim Thorn,  
Judy Strandmark,  Shirley Kirchberg Traci Bartz,  

Joseph Schwaab, Grace Schwaab, David Gamache,  
  Erin Hestbeck Mielke, Cecilia Shinler, Bret Van Tassel, 

Rick Steltz  

Communion for the homebound 
 
Dave Prickett is available to bring Communion to those who 
would like it on Sunday’s after mass. Call the office at least 
2-3 days prior to the Sunday.  

Messages for the Parish 
 
Envelopes for Christmas flower contributions are in the pews. If 
you are not back to attending mass, you may mail it to the office or 
put in the drop box on the side of church under the canopy by the 
ramp door.  Be sure to include the name (s) of these to be remem-
bered. A posting of those names will be included in the bulletin and 
on our website Sunday, January 10, 2021 

 

First Friday Mass, January 1, 2021 will be 
at 9:00 am with Father Chuck. 

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 

While families come in all shapes and sizes and no two are 
the same, they all need a common focus and grounding. 
Families are intended to be pivotal in providing us with a 
proper social structure and understanding, a support system, 
lessons about relationships and communication and the un-
conditional acceptance and love we so desperately crave. In 
additional to all of these things, the axis of every family has 
to be centered on faith. It is here that we can learn about the 
virtues and discover the windows to God Himself in His gifts 
of faith, hope, and love. We can learn, modeling our experi-
ence after the Holy Family, how to use these as anchors in 
our lives so that we can live out the other virtues with greater 
integrity. Because our human families struggle with weak-
ness and sin, we have to come back to the Holy Family often 
for inspiration and guidance. In the bond of love that they 
shared, they clung to the anchor of God Himself and endured 
challenges far greater than many we will ever face. 

2021 Contribution Envelope pick up 
 
The envelopes are ready for pick up.  You can pick your 
envelopes up on Tuesday, Dec. 29th from 8am –noon, 
Wednesday, December 30th from noon—5pm, Thurs-
day, December 31st 8am –noon.  If these days and times 
do not work for you please contact the Parish office at 
320-358-4370 and we can place your envelopes in the 
vestibule of the Parish house.  Thank you. 

December 26 & 27 Celebrants 

Fr. Fitzgerald St. Gregory   5:00 p.m. 

Fr. Shane Sacred Heart   9:00 a.m. 

Fr. Fitzgerald St. Gregory   9:30 a.m. 

January 2 & 3 Celebrants 

Fr. Shane St. Gregory   5:00 p.m. 

Fr. Chuck Sacred Heart   9:00 a.m. 

Fr. Shane St. Gregory   9:30 a.m. 


