Welcome to
The Church of the Sacred Heart

The Mother Churc of East Central Minnesota_

Parish Office / Mailing Address:
415 West 5th Street
PO Box 45 Rush City, MN 55069
Phone: 320.358.4370 Fax: 866.779.1580 Wey Hall: 320.358.3145
Email: shc415@hotmail.com Website: sacredheartrcmn.org

Weekend & Weekday Masses

Saturday-Temporarily Suspended
Sunday 9:00 am
Wednesday 9:00 am

Private Prayers:
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Sundays-
8:30-Noon

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
Every Wednesday after 9:00 am Mass
until Noon
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Confessions will be heard by request
after mass on Wednesdays or
by appointment.

Clergy

Pastor:
Fr. Shane Stoppel-Wasinger

Assisting Priest:

Fr. Chuck Brambilla
Fr. Thomas Fitzgerald

Office Hours:
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
8:00 am. - 12:00 pm.

Parish Staff Contacts
Admin Asst: Marsha Marcussen
Bookkeeper/ Music: Steve Yurick
Faith Formation: Claire Kind
651-674-7382
Minister Scheduling: Amy Prickett
612-716-9147

-

Sixth Sundag in Ordinarg Time, [Te ruary 14, 2021




ON FEBRUARY 14 & LENT

Today we celebrate not only Saint Valentine’s Day, but also the last Sunday before the
Lenten season. Saint Valentine’s Day is about love, but so too is Lent, that is, improving "‘

our love with God. Let me begin with some thoughts about February 14th. N A
We might ask ourselves who was Saint Valentine and how did he represent a day of @@
love, romance, affection, and friendship? Although there are several legends surrounding

the life of Saint Valentine, the most common one refers to a man who was martyred on 'ET SE'
February 14th, during the 3rd century A.D., by the Roman Emperor Claudius II. The

Emperor had thought that married men would not become soldiers thus outlawing mar-
riages in Rome. Therefore, Saint Valentine began helping these persecuted Christians,

secretly marrying couples in love, and eventually he was imprisoned. A few centuries
later, Pope Gelasius made February 14th the Feast of Saint Valentine, who had now be-
come known as the “Patron Saint of Love.”

Over the years, the day gained popularity in Europe where people exchanged gifts and hand-made cards. The tradition
arrived in the United States in the 1840’s with the swapping of colorful red and white heart-shaped cards. From cards
and gifts of candy given by children and others as a sign of friendship, to teenagers and adults giving red roses, cards or
perhaps enjoying a special dinner with one another. These traditions have continued for more than 1500 years, to de-
clare our love for others. The love we show may be a “phileo” type of love, which is a love of fondness and friendship
or it could be a “Eros” type of love, which is romantic based There is also another type of love, called “Agape”, or un-
conditional love. This is the love a parent has for their child or a spouse for their partner. Furthermore, this kind of love
is what our God has for us. In turn, we are to respond to this unconditional love with loving words and actions. We re-
alize, more than we would like to admit, we make choices to not love God as completely as we should. Due to our sin-
ful nature, we human beings make choices that lead us away from being loving people, thus pulling us further away
from God.

In a few days, we begin our annual Lenten journey. This journey is designed to intentionally free ourselves from sinful
and non-loving ways, so that our hearts may be more open to encounter God’s unconditional love for us, thus bringing
us closer to God. This journey is a time to put away our selfishness and stop turning a “blind eye” to the poor around
us. This journey is a time to break the complacency we may have in our spiritual lives. So how might we go about
choosing to be more loving?

We live in a materialistic society, but maybe each time we want to buy something, instead we ask ourselves... is this a
want or a need?

If we can live without it, maybe we can give others more and begin to work on sharing. Sharing our resources with
others, along with trusting that God will provide even more for us when we give of ourselves, is a great way to become
less selfish.

Complacency in our spiritual lives leads to a dull faith life, which does not please our God. During Lent, look for a
new way to pray, listen to uplifting music, praise God, count your blessings, share your faith, or read something to in-
spire your faith life.

Remember, Lent is our time to renew and deepen our relationship with God. We do this by spending time in prayer,
fasting from things we really do not need, and giving some of our financial resources to others who are truly in need.

This Saint Valentine’s Day not only recall your love for others but recall your love for God. Choose to love God more

deeply during this Lenten journey. Have a blessed journey during Lent and may you always know God loves you un-
conditionally.

Father Shane



Ash Wednesday Services

St. Gregory’s  9:00 am
Sacred Heart 9:00 am
St. Gregory’s  4:00 pm
Sacred Heart 6:00 pm
St. Gregory’s  7:00 pm
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Fr. Nygaard
Fr. Shane
Deacon Kevin
Fr. Chuck

Fr. Chuck

[iINE’S

PDaYe

©LPi

If you or a loved one are ill in any way and would like to have
your name included on the Prayer Chain, the Sunday Pray-
ers of the Faithful and/or the bulletin contact the Parish of-
fice. Permission from the individual must be given before
we can list their name in the Prayers of the Faithful or the
bulletin.

Prayer, at its heart, is an act of faith, asking God to step in
and believing that He is both willing and able to listen to us.
There is no prayer intention too large or too small — you can
ask for God’s help with every need.
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Almighty God, we lift up all those who are facing illness
today. We ask that you would bring healing, comfort and
peace to their bodies. Calm their fears and let them
experience the healing power of Your love. Amen.

Continued prayers for:
Sue Roth, Gerald Mollberg, Jim Thorn,

Judy Strandmark, Shirley Kirchberg Traci Bartz,
Joseph Schwaab, Grace Schwaab, David Gamache,
Erin Hestbeck Mielke, Cecilia Shinler, Bret Van Tassel,

Rick Steltz, Ron Schleicher, Janet Yurick
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February 20& 21 Celebrants

Fr. Fitzgerald St. Gregory 5:00 p.m.

Fr. Shane Sacred Heart 9:00 a.m.

Fr. Fitzgerald St. Gregory 9:30 a.m.
February 27 & 28 Celebrants

Fr. Shane St. Gregory 5:00 p.m.

Fr. Chuck Sacred Heart 9:00 a.m.

Fr. Shane St. Gregory 9:30 a.m.
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