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WEEKLY REFLECTIONS

“Numbers Don’t Lie” Stats for Church Geeks Part 1
Fr. John L. Ubel, Rector
Cathedral of Saint Paul
Bulletin Article May 14, 2017

| have never tried to hide the fact that | am a
“statistics” aficionado. They tell us many things,
some of which are useful, perhaps even sobering
for our own reflection. So | was more than a little
interested in the latest edition of the Vatican
statistical yearbook, known as the Annuario
Pontificio. By the way, if | ever scored an
assignment in the Vatican (fat chance), that is

. the one | would want! Give me an Espresso

machine, an Apple computer and a garden-level

cubicle, and you’ll never hear another peep out of me! A beautifully
bound red copy of the Vatican's statistical yearbook can be yours for
just 75 Euro! It painstakingly compiles statistics, albeit a year or so
after the fact. This year’s report is a mix of good news and some
equally stark realities and trends. At the end of 2015, the number of
baptized Catholics reached 1.285 billion or 17.7% of the global
population.

As of 2016, the Catholic Church includes approximately 3,000
dioceses (in the East called eparchies), grouped into 23 particular
Churches—the Latin Rite Church and 22 Eastern Catholic
Churches—each with distinct traditions regarding the liturgy and the
administration of the sacraments. The largest diocese in the world is
the Archdiocese of Mexico City (approx. 7,000,000 Catholics),
while the smallest is the Diocese of Constantine (Hippo) in Algeria
with just 300 Catholic souls. The latter was once shepherded by
none other than my favorite theologian, Saint Augustine himself! But
here is the primary take away—the future of the Church is clearly in
Africa, not in Europe or even the Americas.

Due to the Church’s expansion in Asia and Africa, new dioceses
have been established, requiring new bishops. In 2016, 190 men
were consecrated as new bishops, while 146 bishops died. In Africa,
the growth trend is constant, while it is shown to be more contained
in Asia and Oceania. The 2015 statistics reveal that the Catholic
Church has 5,304 bishops (up 3.9% from 2010), including retired
bishops. That's more miters running around than ever before in
history! At Vatican Il, up to 2,625 active bishops participated at any
one of the four sessions. But in those days most bishops remained
in office until they died. There was no church law requirement to
offer one’s resignation at the age of seventy-five. Retirement was in
fact a hot topic of debate at Vatican Il on November 11, 1963. One
Sicilian, Archbishop Mingo of Monreale, was quite blunt: “Old age
tends to tie a man still more to his office and authority, and there is
great danger of self-deception. It is true that there are many men
who can still govern a diocese after the age of 75, but there are
many more men who cannot.” He retired at age 76 in 1978 and died
two years later.

“Numbers Don'’t Lie” Part Il will be printed in a future issue of our
bulletin.
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PARISH NEWS

The Blood Drive will be at the Rush
City High School Monday, June 26th
from 1:00—7:00 pm.

+

American
Red Cross
Together, we can save a life

UPCOMING MEETING
Sacred Heart Finance Council meeting is on June
13th at 7:00pm.

Parish Council meeting is on June 14th at 6:30pm.
June 14th at 7pm there will be a Parish-wide meeting
to discuss the future of Sacred Heart Church in Wey
Hall.

Baby Bottles were due this weekend, if you have not
yours in please do by June 13-14. There is a box in
the back of the church for the bottles.

The next CCW meeting will be held on Tuesday, June
13th at 6:30 pm in the Wey Hall. All women of the
parish are invited and encouraged to attend.

The First Evangelical Lutheran Church of Rush City

Women of the ELCA, invite everyone to their Annual
Salad Luncheon on Wednesday, June 14th from 11
am~ 1 pm.

Father Shane will be gone to Atlanta for the mission
trip acting as the Chaplain to the Alive in You camp
and service June 4-11.

Our Second Collection will be our Annual Missionary
Appeal taken up for PEACE (Pastoral Evangelization
And Children Education) held on this weekend of
June 10 and 11. PEACE is a catholic foundation that
provides basic and quality education for the margin-
alized student in southern India. Fr. Anthony Boothali
is here this weekend to share his mission experience
with us. Whatever financial support that you can give
for the programs will be greatly appreciated.

Fall Festival: Please consider chairing or co-chairing
for this important event. Call the office or Brenda
Dahl at 320-267-0369.

PR IR, Y Catholic United Financial wishes to
v Congratulate the Class of 2017 may
God bless you in your life’s journey’s.
And congratulations to this year’s
Catholic United Financials scholarship
recipient Blake Charles Minke.

The Most HoLa TrithH




MASS INTENTIONS

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

June 14 Open T
June 17 Gary Anderson
June 18 Open T
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INANCIAL UPPATE

Totals for the week of 6/6/17

Plate e 241.00
ENVEIOPES oo 1570.00
(072 g o | 1S3 1Y/ 0] 1= VR 56.00
Bldg. Maint. ENV...cccoeiieeien e 233.00
SHC HiStory BOOK......ceeeeeriieieieesieeeeeeeee e 25.00
(01T 0= (=T VS 20.00
TOTALS .. eee e 2145.00

“Deeds of giving are the very foundations of the World”
Thank you for your generosity and supporting your parish.

Wednesday, June 14

Fr. Shane Sacred Heart 9:00 am
Saturday, June 17

Fr. Fitzgerald Sacred Heart 4:00 pm
Fr. Anthony St. Gregory’s 5:00 pm
Sunday, June 18

Fr. Anthony St. Gregory’s 8:30 am
Fr. Shane Sacred Heart 9:00 am
Fr. Anthony St. Gregory’s 10:30 am

Please Note: There is a sign up sheet in the back of the church for Eucha-
ristic Adoration beginning May 24th.
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God wants us
to be saved

")

NEEDING OUR PRAYERS

Marjorie King Margarette Brooker Kim Sarago
Jean Amunson Marvin Johnson Jim Kirchberg
Bill Peno Arlene Greenhagen Ethel Thomas
Mary Knack Gerald Mollberg Tom McKenzie
Wayne King Jim Mitchell Sue Roth

Robby Murry Judie Peltier Abby Larson
Heidi Blatz Betty Erickson Elsie Moore
David Gaul Phyllis Swanson Tom Solorz
Cecilia Shinler Nick Cieminski Colleen Najewski
Joan Parkin Betty Anderson Lenny Anderson
Cathy Gamache Ariel Thull-Rulfzen

Please advise the office if any of these names
can be removed. Thank you.
"Loving God, we ask that you enfold in your
tender compassionate care all those in our
community whose hearts are breaking and
whose worries consume them."

LITURGICAL ROLES

Saturday, June 17 at 4:00 pm Sunday, June 18 at 9:00 a.m.
Lector: Mary Jane Dahl
Communion: Chuck Debevec,
Jeanne Kay

Gifts: Murphy’s

Ushers: Derrick Murphy, Kev-
in Murphy

Servers: Alexis Murphy

Lectors: Jeremy Albright, Kevin
Smith

Communion: Jean Peno, Beth
Churchsmith, Mary Pat
Hestbeck™*

Gifts: Peno’s

Ushers: Craig Peterson, Ron
Peltier, Bill Peno

Servers: Isabelle Harer, Elena
Herberg

2017 marks the 100th anniversary of the apparitions of Our Lady to the
three shepherd children at Fatima,
Portugal, where the Blessed Mother appeared once
each month from May 13 until Oct. 13, 1917.
The message of Fatima highlights many central truths and devotions of the
Catholic faith: the Trinity, the Eucharist, penance, the Rosary and sacrifices
for the conversion of sinners. There is special emphasis on the Immaculate
Heart of Mary, which is a refuge of maternal love for us all and a sure path
that leads us to God.
Also, join in praying the Rosary at Noon in Central Park, led by a member of
America Needs Fatima. The goal of America Needs Fatima is to win the
heart and soul of America for Mary by spreading Our Lady's Fatima mes-
sage and promoting devotion to Her Immaculate Heart.

Our Lady of Fatima, pray for us!

. Lord Jesus, heal me. Heal in
me whatever You need to see
ealing. Heal me of whatever
might separate me from you, /
Heal my memory. heal my
heart, heal my emotions, heal
1y spirit, heal my body, heal
‘my soul. Lay Your hands;
1itly upon me and Heal me

Chureh of the Sacred Heart
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GRAFFCO

Over 30 Years of Customer Satisfaction

Cathy Carchedi
Sells Houses! '

m. rchedi.com
hedi.com
v
T 651.248.6897 -

Protecting Seniors
Nationwide

One Free Month
No Long-Term Contract -«

Call Today!

Petroleum Equipment

5973 - 433rd Street
Harris, MN 55032

651-674-4047 » 1-800-443-1219
Daniel & Diana Graff

o)

5y FAIRVIEW

Fairview Lakes HomeCaring & Hospice
11725 Stinson Avenue, Chisago City, MN 55013

651-257-8850 or 800-314-3328

Your local provider of home care and hospice care for 30 years

< -; FUNERAL llOME & CREMATION SERVICES

651 674 4444
6580 Main Street
www.grandstrandfh.com

]
, call Gretchen at 651-257-7837

EXCAVATING & LAI\IDSCAPING
(651) 357-2497
Black Dirt & Class 5 Delivery, Landscape,
Excavation & Tree Service

Medical Alert System
$29.95/Mo. vk

Price Guarantee
Easy Self installation

Toll Free 1.877.801.7772

PROVIDE CARE, INC.
5842 Old Main St., Ste. 1
North Branch, MN 55056

Phone: 651-674-8312

Providing creative. quality supports and
services to individuals with developmental
disabilities, traumatic brain injury, challenging
behaviors and physical disabilities.

Employment opportunities are available!
For details and to apply, please visit:

www.providecare.com

OO
Misiriet

5418 St. Croix Trail » North Branch

651.317.2100

www.countymarketnorthbranch.com

25 Years of Experience

-(")/\Boofing &
- | Miller's! siding

3202384:0;169]
e Shingles, Flat & Metal Roofs
e Lifetime Vinyl & Steel Siding
Fully Insured

Olson Funeral &

Cremation Services
“Professional service by people wio care”
Rush City, MN 55069

(320) 358-4735

www.funeralandcremationservice.com

Hydraulics, Inc.

Cylinder Repair & Machining
Hydraulic Hoses & Fittings

Jim@sunrisehyd.com
www.sunrisehyd.com

Contact Jim 651-583-2286

W3R8 ADVERTISE YOUR

AVAI
NS BUSINESS HERE

Contact Patrick Fantetti e pfantetti@4LPi.com ¢ (800) 950-9952 x5825

CaryL & Co.

Assisted and

GOLDEN ‘““ffv‘;gge“‘ 6369 Main Street

S (O1VAONRY Facilities 651-674-8297

1305 8th Street SW « Pine City, MN 55063 TotaL HAR CARE
320.629.7272 Paul Mitchell, Alterna,

www.goldenhorizons.org

wm\
CONF DENCE
Bulld WI(h

Paint | Equipment Rentals | And Much More!

u Lumber

Frofec Avtoer

Nioxin & More

/H

HERMANN INSURANCE SERVICES, INC.

Find everything you need,
from quality materials
to helpful advice.

Complete Insurance Services!

Rush City * 320-358-3744

39451 Flink Ave., North Branch
(651) 674-4415

www.LampertLumber.com

Isanti ® 763-444-5531
North Branch ® 651-674-4472

Serving East Central MN
'—1651-674-4349 ' !

== ===

Lrofessional
¥IBREE CARE

* Tree Trimming
& * Tree & Stump Removal
*Stump Grinding
JEFF BANNISTER
(612) 751-6180

EXECUTIVE RESTROOM TRAILERS
PORTABLE TOILETS
20 FOOT STORAGE CONTAINERS
WWW.JIMMYSJOHNNYS.COM
651-277-RENT (7368)

East Central Sanitation & Recycling

Commercial ® Residential
ECS

* Roll-Off Containers

N * Rear-Load Containers
= « Regycli
. ecycling
* Refuse Hauling

763-689-2171  320-358-4078

Loaner Cars & Towing
Available
Since 1978

o Auts Salow e,

SPECIALIZING IN COLLISION REPAIR
Ph: 320/358-4211 Perry Lindberg, President
Fax: 320/358-4333 875 S. Bremer Ave.

Metro: 651/674-5519 Rush City
shop @perrysautosalon.com

www.premiercleanandrestore.com

ER

CLEAN RESTORE

Expert solutions for carpet,
upholstery, hard flooring, odors
& floods, Mold Remediation

651-674-2888

LITURGICAL
PUBLICATIONS

catholicmatch’
Minnesota

.S?ac

Chiroprac ln

Dr. Andrew Ulvin

Phone: (651) 462-3243
Avenue, P.O. Box 298 « Stacy, MN 55079
AndyUlvin @hotmail.com

30962 Fenway

CatholicMatch.com/MN

HELP PROTECT YOUR FAMILY

With a home security system monitored by ADT
professionals 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. ’))))
HOME SECURITY TEAM

As an added benefit, installing a Security System may
| @ DEALER

qualify you for a Homeowners Insurance discount.

CALL NOW!1-888-831-6806

THE FLOWER BOX

Daily Deliveries To Rush City

241 Main Street South
~ Pine City, MN 55063

s (320) 629-2045

www.flowerboxpinecity.com

0/ A\ " ane yruma a o=
VNAINY 1INWE
RUSH CITY TIRE |~ FiT eSS

38873 14th Ave N

320 So. Bremer Ave.
North Branch, MN 55056
651-674-0580

320-358-4440
northbranch@anytimefitness.com

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

St. Gregory the Great/Church of the Sacred Heart A 4C 02-0749/0876



